
Introduction

God has ordained that children are to be obedient and respectful: Eph.6:1-3;Col3:20; Prov. 4:1•
Every person has the responsibility to serve God without any parental help: Eccl 12:1, 13-14; Ps 
119:9-16

•

Children, when they grow up, will reap what they sow: Gal.6:7,8; Prov. 4:1-27.•
Yet, parents will answer for failure to train their children: Eph 6:4, 1 Sam 3:13•
We will all be judged according to our own deeds: Ezk 18:1-32, 2 Cor 5:10•

During this class the point has been made multiple times, that our goal as parents is to enable our 
children to leave home as faithful children of God. For I was very glad when brethren came and 
testified to your truth, that is, how you are walking in truth. I have no greater joy than this, to hear of 
my children walking in the truth. (3 Jn 1:3-4).  As Christians, we have great joy when one obeys the 
Gospel. Every God fearing parent wants this for their children. The problem is, being a Christian, is 
something we cannot make them or force them to do. Or, said more accurately, becoming a Christian is 
only soul saving if they become one of their own accord. Forcing or pressuring a child to become a 
Christian is not consistent with God's will. Parents must remember:

So, how do parents properly encourage their children to become Christians. In this lesson we will review 
some key principles discussed previously and then dive into the practical ways to encourage but not 
force or pressure our children into becoming a Christian.

Key Principles for Raising Children

Parents must live the example of a faithful Christian. If the child cannot see the benefits and 

happiness, peace, contentment the parent obtains from serving God faithfully then we cannot 
expect the child to want to do the same. 

1.

Training children involves three things: positive instruction, example and discipline. Train up a 
child in the way he should go, Even when he is old he will not depart from it (Prov 22:6).

2.

Time is short. If child doesn't respect and fear authority by age 2, there are big troubles ahead! 
Some assert that a child's basic character is entrenched by age 6. if you did not start instilling 
godly principles from day one, then start now.

3.

God Himself is an "authority figure." To receive eternal life, we must obey Him (Matt. 28:18-20; 
7:21-27; Ecc. 12:13; Heb. 5:9; 1 Pet. 1:22; etc.). But if a child grows up without learning respect for 
authority - if he is permitted to rebel against his parents' restraints and get away with it - he will 
naturally rebel against God's limits and think he can get away with that! 

4.

Love them, be patient with them, be respectful of them, take care of them, know them, spend 
time with them. Basically, prove over and over, every day that you have nothing but their best 
interests at heart.

5.

Be humble, honest and always acknowledge your mistakes and sins so that your children have the 
example of asking for forgiveness and the example of producing the fruits of repentance.

6.

Treat your spouse with the love God demands and demonstrate how the family should operate so 
that they see that children are a participating and contributing part of the family centered around 
Dad and mom, not around them.

7.

It is not about you. Your job it guide, support and enable your child to become an accountable 
responsible adult.

8.

Here are a number of items to recall from previous lessons. 

Dr. James Dobson points out: "When a child can successfully defy his parents during his first 
fifteen years, laughing in their faces and stubbornly flouting their authority, he develops a natural 
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fifteen years, laughing in their faces and stubbornly flouting their authority, he develops a natural 
contempt for them ..." The result is that they lose respect for all the parent stands for and believes 
in, including their religious faith (DTD, p. 12). This is exactly the point at which many Christian 
parents lose their children to the world. This is usually the "bottom line." If you do not restrain 
your children but let them manipulate you and evade your authority, they will most likely grow up 
to disrespect God and His will - just like Eli's sons did (1 Sam. 3:13). And God will hold you 
accountable, like he did Eli.It follows that proper exercise of authority is not something the 
parents do to please themselves, but something they do for the good of the child. It teaches 
lessons that will benefit the child both now and for eternity. This is why use of authority is not 
contrary to love but is a proper exercise of love.

Some Practical Ways Encouraging Your Children to Become Christians

At what age are they accountable for their sins?1.
Are there any examples of children being baptized in the Bible? Of all the people we see in the 
bible being baptized what age range are they?

2.

If they understand the truth and believe in God, are they ready?3.
I have heard people talk about "parent centered" vs "God centered". What does this mean and 
how does it relate?

4.

How will I know when my child is ready to be baptized? 5.
My child has committed a clear sin and they knew better. They also knew it was against God. I 
have punished them for it and they have moved on.

6.

My child is clearly accountable and an adult, they know what the bible says, they believe in God, 
but they have not become a Christian. What do I do?

7.

Now that your child is nearing the "age of accountability", parents become concerned and anxious about 
their children becoming a Christian. Rightly so, their soul is at stake. From here a number of questions 
and considerations arise.

Read your bible as a family.1.
As long as your child is a child remind them that they are saved. Reassure them of this. Even very 
young children learn of the fear of hell and need to be reassured they are saved.

2.

Pay attention to your child such you can determine when your child is making their own decisions 
being responsible for themselves. For example,  doing cores without being told. Taking care of 
others in the family

3.

What does the bible say about complaining? Is it sinful?a.
Should I worry? What does it mean if I do worry?b.
Is it sinful to divorce? When does God allow remarriage?c.
Is it sinful to be proud? Why or why not?d.
Is it sinful to miss worship service?e.
What does the bible say about how I dress?f.
Is it sinful to gossip?g.
Should I go to the prom?h.
Note: The goal here is for them to find the answers for themselves and to have an opinion. If 
they arrive at the wrong scriptural answer, do not get mad but ask them to consider some 
other passages.

i.

Have them answer some moral questions using their bible. Let them do the research and present 
back to you what the bible says about the topic. For instance, 

4.

When they ask to be baptized, tell them no then gauge their reaction. Look to see if they will 
respectfully say, I am going to get baptized anyway. You want them to realize this action is bigger 
than mom and dad. It is about their salvation and they must do it regardless of what people think.

5.

Encourage them to participate in other "teen/young adult" studies.6.
Encourage them to put serving God before their job and school.7.

Some things to do:
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Encourage them to put serving God before their job and school.7.
Be patient. Do not ask them frequently to become a Christian or every Sunday say "Why did not 
you not get baptized this morning after that lesson?". Please do not misunderstand. There will be 
a time to ask. The keyword here is frequently asking or demanding or condemning. Know your 
child and recognize the point at which you are reminding and encouraging vs the point at which 
you are nagging and frustrating them.

8.

Remind them to become a Christian when they understand what it means AND they are ready to 
live up to the commitment they are making.

9.

Control your emotions. You cannot become a Christian for them. No matter how much they need 
to do it, let them decide when they are ready to make the commitment to God.

10.
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